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Dan Smith talks with the son of one of his postal customers, at the post office, in downtown Camas. Smith has collected 
several wind-up toys to show to children. He has worked for the United States Postal Service for 33 years, in the local office. 


Dan, 


the postman, 


HAS A LEGACY AT THE Camas Post Office 


Smith’s following 
of fans appreciate 
his friendly demeanor 


By Dawn FELDHAUS 
Post-Record staff writer 


When Dan Smith started working for 
the United States Postal Service, a first 
class stamp cost less than a quarter. 

Thirty-three years later, the rate is 49 
cents. 

“Most people are relatively tolerant of 
it,” Smith said, regarding the price in- 
creases for postage during the past three 
decades. 

He is a retail sales associate for the 
USPS, at the post office in downtown 
Camas. There are more than 600 post 
office boxes in the building located at 
440 N.E. Fifth Ave. 

Smith, 67, often calls customers by 
their first name, and many of them know 
his name also. 

Nicole McDonald, an employee of Ark- 
tana, a shoe store, said Smith is friendly, 
helpful and upbeat. 

“Even during the holidays, he’s always 


smiling,” she said. “I have not seen him 
get frazzled.” 

Dan Liehr, a delivery driver for 28 
years with UPS, described Smith as per- 
sonable and friendly. 

Kimberly Comer, a first time visitor to 
the Camas postal building, was there to 
send her son’s wedding invitations. After 
Smith showed several stamp options, 
Comer chose a white rose design. 

She was impressed with his customer 
service skills and helpful attitude. 

“He’s fabulous,” she said. “He likes to 
know about fun events. He must care 
about the community and its people.” 

Smith sometimes whistles while he 
works. 

He attributes his positive attitude to 
his mother, 92-year-old Virginia Smith. 

“That's the way she is,” he said. 

Smith's topics of discussion with post- 
al customers have included classic cars, 
camping and motorcycle trips. 

Local residents have been known to 
recognize Smith when they are travel- 
ing. 

He saw four Camas postal customers 
in Disneyland, and three familiar faces 


See Post office, page A2 


Dan Smith 


“Little kids 
are now 
adults with 
kids of 
‘ their own, 
They ask, 
‘Are you 
still here?” 


— Dan Smith, 
33 year USPS 
employee 


